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Monroe County Planning and Zoning 

March 28, 2019 at 5:30pm 
 

Connie Gantt  Absent 

Jim Rollins  Present 

Richard Ezelle  Present 

Chuck Benson  Present 

Michael Brewster Present 

 

 The Monroe County Planning and Zoning Board began the meeting at 5:30pm with all of 

the Zoning Board present with the exception of Connie Gantt.  Also present was Zoning Officer 

Anita Buice, Deputy Zoning Officer/Administrative Assistant Kelsey Fortner and Human 

Resource Officer Janet Abbott. 

 Chairman Jim Rollins started the meeting with approval of the minutes from February 25, 

2019.  Chuck Benson made a motion to approve seconded by Richard Ezelle and approved 4-0.  

The draft of application forms were moved to the bottom of the agenda.   

 Variance—256 Hester Road (065-025B) 

Tim Hester spoke on behalf of his application to split the 1.32 acre lot into (2) two parcels.  With 

no one in opposition, Richard Ezelle made a motion to approve seconded by Michael Brewster 

and approved 4-0. 

 Rezoning/Conditional Use—Old Popes Ferry Road (102-022B) 

Clay Balcom would like to rezone 5.21 acres on Old Popes Ferry Road to Commercial.  Mr. 

Balcom is requesting a Conditional Use also to construct and operate a machine shop.  Anita 

Buice, Zoning Officer, stated special stipulations so that if this business ever resolves—new 

business would need to come before the Zoning Board because Commercial covers such a vast 

expanse.  Ms. Buice also clarified that with the new Zoning Ordinance, every permitted use in 

Commercial becomes a Conditional Use since they are within 300 feet of Residential Property. 

Ms. Buice also stated that Mr. Balcom sent in audio recording from the machine shop in Bibb 

County and should not cause an impact with noise in the neighborhood.  Mr. Balcom stated that 

all the work is done inside and it’s quiet.  Mr. Rollins wanted to know if you could access off of 

Old Popes Ferry and Ms. Buice said that there is not enough room. Ms. Buice also stated that the 

property across the street was just zoned to Commercial last year for office space.  No one was in 

opposition.  Chuck Benson made a motion to approved seconded by Michael Brewster and 

approved 4-0. 

 

Conditional Use—9039 HWY 74 (084-017) 

 Applicant Mario Lyder is requesting to install a 10,000 gallon fuel tank on his property 

that is already utilized for his business.  Mr. Lyder let the board know that the tank will be above 

ground, be on a concrete pad and bolsters will be surrounding the fuel tank.  Ms. Buice said she 

has spoken with the Fire Chief and he had no issues with this.  Mr. Rollins asked if Mr. Lyder 

could screen the property from the highway so that the tanks are not visible from the road and 

told him this is not a condition just a request.  Mr. Lyder said he would try and did not see an 

issue with that.  No one was in opposition.  Michael Brewster made a motion to approve 

seconded by Chuck Benson and approved 4-0. 

Rezoning & Conditional Use—9070 HWY 74 (084-023) 
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 Mario Lyder presented his second application on the agenda requesting a rezoning to 

Commercial with a conditional use to use parcel for a storage lot for his businesses containers 

and trucks.  Ms. Buice wanted to explain that this property is right across the highway and is 

completely taxed in Monroe County even though a portion of this property is in Macon-Bibb we 

are only referring to the portion in Monroe County.  Ms. Buice also told the board that a gas 

station is on the property next to it and Mr. Lyder is in contact with DOT about lanes and curb 

cutting and as soon as Mr. Lyder has an answer from us he will go before Macon-Bibb for that 

portion.  Mr. Lyder explained his application by letting them know he had been contacted by 

Five and Below to store storage containers and would most likely only be using about 3.5 to 4 

acres of the lot.  No one was in opposition.  Mr. Rollins made a motion to approve subject to 

DOT approval, with a 75 foot buffer on Residential, 50 foot buffer on convenience store side and 

20 foot buffer from the highway leaving the rear side up to Macon-Bibb County.  Chuck Benson 

seconded this motion and it was approved 4-0. 

394 High Road—Oscar Wesley Johnston, Jr. 

 This original application was presented and approved in 2017.  Anita Buice, Zoning 

Officer, had the conditions posted for everyone to see the original request that was asked for in 

2017.   

 Original Request:  

 Parking and Storing of Big Trucks and Heavy Equipment, Map 14, Parcel 6H 

 Condition 1: No operations after 10:00pm, Monday through Friday 

 Condition 2: Saturday operations between 8:00am and 5:00pm only 

 Condition 3: No operations on Sunday 

 Neighbor on High Road, Sheree Whitaker spoke first and presented the board with a 

book of pictures that she had documented.  Mrs. Whitaker told the board that they work after 

10:00pm ad after 5:00pm on Saturdays and they do work on Sundays.  Mrs. Whitaker said that 

Mr. Johnston is very confrontational with residents and has stopped at the end of the driveway 

and screamed at her.  She said she has pictures and videos of different incidents.  Next to speak 

was Amy Ballard of 281 High Road, she said she has been ran off the road several times by he’s 

employees.  Mrs. Ballard expressed her concerned for her grandchildren that ride their bikes on 

this road.  Mike Wingler at 280 High Road told the board he also has been run off the road and 

complained the excessive speed.   

 Oscar Wesley Johnston, Jr., 394 High Road, was next to speak.  Jim Rollins asked Mr. 

Johnston to please explain the reasoning for him being over these conditions set by the Board of 

Commissioners in 2017.  Mr. Johnston admitted that there are times he has worked on the 

weekends and came in after 10:00pm; however, he didn’t see the difference in his neighbors 

doing the same thing.  He said none of the neighbors have come to him and said they have an 

issue with him.  Mr. Johnston said the confrontation that Mrs. Whitaker is speaking of was him 

yelling across the road at her trying to find out what her issue with him is.  Richard Ezelle asked 

Mr. Johnston that if you were not going to follow the conditions then why you agreed to them.  

Mr. Johnston answered this by saying that he told the board that there would be exceptions but 

it’s not every day.  Mr. Ezelle asked him again how come he agreed if he didn’t think he could 

abide by the conditions.  Mr. Johnston said he did tell the board and they agreed.  Mr. Ezelle 

pointed out the board voted for him to abide these conditions.   

 Keith Jordan, a close friend of Oscar Johnston, spoke to the board stating that these 

events that the community is regarding were isolated and he tries to follow the conditions but 
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sometimes circumstances happen.  Mr. Jordan stated that no citations have been given by law 

enforcement and they haven’t been told of anyone being ran off the road.   

 Jim Rollins asked the speed limit and was told it is 25 MPH.  Sheree Whitaker confirmed 

with the board that a petition was signed in 2017 and was told only (1) truck would be traveling 

the road and now there are (6) six.  Mr. Ezelle said he’s question still remains—why agree to 

conditions if you cannot follow them?  

 The Planning and Zoning Board agreed by general consensus that Oscar Johnston is in 

violations of his conditions and this application will be referred to the Board of Commissioners 

for the April 02, 2019 Commission Meeting. 

Review and Approve Draft Application Forms 

 Mr. Rollins stated that they are requesting to change the zoning applications.  Mr. Rollins 

said that now the application will go into more detail before going any further—it will need to 

have a narrative of what the applicant is doing and also approval as far as fire, water and septic.  

Basically, this new application will have everything covered before coming to either boards.  

Richard Ezelle made a motion to approve the Zoning Application seconded by Michael Brewster 

and approved 4-0. 

Text Amendment to Zoning Resolution 

 Jim Rollins requested a change to the Zoning Resolution to allow the Chairman to call 

anyone speaking on behalf of an application and then to call anyone in opposition.  The 

Chairman shall have the right to limit the time for public comment to 15 minutes for those in 

favor and 15 minutes for those opposed.  The reason for this is to keep the public hearings 

effective and concise with a focus on new information.  Chuck Benson made a motion to 

approve seconded by Michael Brewster and approved 4-0. 

 Chuck Benson made a motion to adjourn seconded by Michael Brewster and approved 4-

0.  Meeting adjourned at 6:19pm.  

 

 

 

        Respectfully Submitted:  

 

Kelsey Fortner   
  

 

 

    

 


